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Questions:

1. How do states portray their own understanding of the characteristics and 

responsibilities of the “good citizen” and the responsibilities that the states have 

to their citizens? 

2. Do those national self-representations help explain the curriculum or 

educational frameworks in civic education efforts in those states? 

and 

3. Does the level at which the civic education curriculums and educational 

frameworks are set affect whether or not they line up with the national vision of 

“good citizenship” and the responsibilities states have to their citizens?



Relevant Literature

• Political Culture

• Almond and Verba--"the specifically political orientations -- attitudes towards the 

political system and its various parts, and attitudes toward the role of the self in the 

system”

• Political Socialization

• Sapiro–“how people become part of the fabric of their political communities and 

how they develop their political orientations and practices”

• Civic Education

• Kahne--“democracy thrives when citizens think critically and deeply about civic and 

political issues, when they consider the needs and priorities of others, and when they 

engage in informed action —not when they memorize a few facts” 



Relevant Literature continued

• Civic Education (continued)

• Delli Carpini and Keeter--“less informed segments of the public are in part because 
of their lack of knowledge less able to discern their political interest, less likely to 
participate in politics, and, most important, less likely to connect their political 
interests effectively to their political participation"

• Educational Fragmentation

• Kennedy Han and Lee—civic education consistent across all 50 US states

• Andrews and Mycock—civic education varies in UK mirroring differences in national 
identities

• Subnational Political Culture

• Elazar—one aggregate picture of political culture, but broken down into further 
distinctions based on region



Method:
• Comparative Case Study

• Australia, Canada, UK, and the US

• Most similar systems (free, electoral, English-speaking, developed democracies) 

• National Self-Representations of Good Citizenship

• Guides for New Citizens (from the national websites for naturalization)

• Rights and responsibilities of citizens

• Core underlying values

• Elements not in other states’ guides

• Sub-national Civic Education

• Curriculum or Educational Frameworks (posted from the Department of Education at level on 
which they are published—national (Australia), country (UK), regional or provincial (Canada), state 
(US)

• Look for themes from guides for new citizens

• any other self-identified emphases or themes

• US—used pre-compiled data on this from 2012 and 2013 from CIRCLE and Education Commission of the States



Rights and Freedoms of Citizens

 

 

Canada             US 

Australia           UK 

Rights and Freedoms of Citizens 

(as defined by citizenship guidelines) 

conscience, thought, 

opinion, press, peaceful 

assembly, habeus corpus, 

mobility, aboriginal people, 

official and minority 

language, multiculturalism 

Trial by jury, freedom of 

life liberty and to pursue 

happiness, right to apply 

for federal employment, 

run for office, bear arms, 

petition government 

Equality of 

opportunity, 

freedom of secular 

government 

Freedom from unfair 

discrimination 

Equality of men 

and women, 

freedom of 

association 

Right to a fair 

trial, right to join 

in election of 

government/vote 

expression 

Religion, 

speech, belief  

Peaceable 

assembly 



Responsibilities of Citizens

 

 

 

Canada             US 

Australia           UK 

Responsibilities of Citizens 

(as defined by citizenship guidelines) 

Helping others in the 

community, protecting and 

enjoying heritage and 

environment 

Give up allegiance to any other 

country, swear allegiance, 

support and defend Constitution, 

tolerance, respect differences of 

others, stay informed about 

community issues, participate in 

democratic process, participate 

in local community 

Treat others with 

fairness, look after 

the area in which 

you live and the 

environment 

Respect the 

rights of others 

(including rights 

to on beliefs) 

 

Serve on a jury, vote in 

elections, defend country 

Obey law 

UK and Canada: 

Look after yourself 

and your family 

US and Australia: 

Pay taxes 

Respect law 



Commonalities in Guides for New 
Citizens:
• Equality 

• Obey the law

• Jury

• Vote

• Freedom of religion

• Freedom of speech

• Freedom of peaceful assembly

• Democracy

• Individual liberty

• Rule of law

• Participation

• Right to a fair trial

• Defend country

• Respect/tolerance



Australia:

• Themes Emphasized in Guide for New Citizens:

• Peace--“We are proud to live in a peaceful country with a stable system of 

government. We believe change should occur [through] discussion, peaceful 

persuasion and the democratic process. We reject violence as a way to change a 

person’s mind or the law” 

• Compassion--“in Australia there is a spirit of ‘mateship’. This means we help each 

other in times of need” 

• Equality of Opportunity-- “what someone achieves in life should be result of their 

hard work and talents, rather than their wealth or background”

• Did it carry over to Civic Education?

• Yes, only one document listed same themes

• Also, citizenship as an identity that leads to action



Canada:

• Themes Emphasized in Guide for New Citizens:

• Robust Rights—Aboriginal Peoples’, mobility, official language rights, minority 
language rights, and multiculturalism

• Robust Responsibilities: responsible for both self and family and the environment

• Appeal to authority of faith “Canada is founded upon principles that recognize the 
supremacy of God and the rule of law” 

• Did it carry over to Civic Education?

• Some elements yes, similar rights and responsibilities mentioned in most provinces 
(multiculturalism and environment)

• Some elements no, none of them appeal to the supremacy of God

• Some discrepancy probably based on age of intended audience (adults v kids)

• Provinces’ civic education reflected and did not reflect the guide for new citizens in 
similar ways province by province



The United Kingdom:

• Themes Emphasized in Guide for New Citizens:

• Democracy

• Rule of Law

• Individual Liberty

• Tolerance

• Responsibility: for family and the environment

• Did it carry over to Civic Education?

• Not evenly, England focuses on the traditional key values and the focus on government, while 

Northern Ireland, Wales, and Scotland focus on the more robust responsibilities and portray 

citizenship as more broad identity-based as opposed to just the relationship with the 

government (think global, act local v national-frame of reference)



The United States:

• Themes Emphasized in Guide for New Citizens:

• US exclusivity  “give up all prior allegiances to any other nation or sovereignty”

• Patriotism

• Possible compulsory military service

• Right to bear arms

• Freedom to pursue life, liberty, and happiness

• Emphasize traditional political participation

• Did it carry over to Civic Education?

• Yes, many states emphasized traditional political participation and stressed national citizenship. 

However, some states emphasize interdependent world citizenship and things like taking care 

of the environment. Freedom to pursue life, liberty, and happiness mentioned once. Didn’t 

observe patriotism or anything about the military or guns, but that is possibly because civic 

education is for children. 



Citizenship as Identity or Legal Status

Identity:

• Wales

• Scotland

• Northern Ireland

• Australia

• Saskatchewan

Legal Status:

• England

• United States (except for MO, MN, NH, 

NJ, OH, SD, WA, WY)

• Quebec

Both:

• Manitoba

• Ontario

• Atlantic Region

• Alberta

• British Columbia



Conclusions:

• 1st Question:

• All emphasize democracy, equality, and freedom and also articulate rights and responsibilities 

of citizens

• Different extents to which they emphasize rights versus responsibilities and different principles 

that underlie them

• 2nd Question:

• Not particularly well on the whole; Some civic education documents line up with the national 

vision of citizenship, others do not, others seem like they would have been written for a different 

country

• 3rd Question:

• It seemed to in these cases, but would need to examine more cases to see if this holds true. 

Australia v US; England in UK



Regrets

• Wish I had studied another case that national civic education curriculum/standards

• Wish I had read each US state’s civic education documents for myself as opposed to 

relying on the aggregate

• Standardized key words to search all documents to be able to make a more consistent 

cross-national comparison

• Wish I had foreseen the importance of the variable of age of intended audience and 

thought of a way to correct for it

• Going forward: see if there are subnational differences in outcomes like knowledge, 

attitudes, and engagement(petition NAEP scores by state and subnational IEA CIVED 

study data)


