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Figure 1: A stack of introductory physics, chemistry, and biology textbooks used in the study.

• Librarians are mentioned but their expertise is 
equated to a undergraduate student’s ability to use 
search tools like Google Scholar or library 
databases.

• Convenience of off-campus resources like 
databases are weighed against the expertise of 
library professionals.

• Libraries are digital spaces that students can 
access.

• Libraries are warehouses that store the 
supplemental resources students need.

• Libraries are spaces students can go to solve 
difficult problems or receive help.

Findings from the Textbooks:

We wanted to know: Are libraries, librarians, and information literacy concepts mentioned in science textbooks?

• Required physics, chemistry, 
and biology textbooks

• Compiled a textbook list

• Qualitative coding -
thematic and categorical 

• Wrote summarization 
statements for each 
category in physics, 
chemistry, and biology

• Established coding 
categories

• Created reading protocol: 
- front matter/intro
- first/last chapter
- index/glossary

• Acquired required edition or 
next oldest 

• Used ILL, reserve lending, 
and online previews

IDENTIFY ACQUIRE READ CODE

Implications for Information Literacy Programs:

Increase mentions of libraries as service points and 
librarians as service providers and educators.

Textbooks matter.

Information literacy—just like scientific 
literacy—is the responsibility of 
EVERYONE.

As librarians, we must have critical conversations about 
the texts students read. Talk with science professors 
about potential collaboration opportunities.

Seek to influence the selection decisions of 
textbooks.

Authors of these textbooks often invite 
feedback in their front matter; give it!
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